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Oh, Canada: Justin Trudeau Keeps Border Shut,
Misleads About COVID Data
By Alex Berezow, PhD — October 20, 2020

Our friendly neighbors to the north are fibbing about the coronavirus in
their country, justifying a border closure with the United States that no
longer makes sense.
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Last week, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada announced that the U.S.-Canada border
would likely remain closed to all non-essential travel due to concerns about the spread of the
coronavirus in the U.S. I thought that he would change his mind once he took a look at the data,
but I was wrong. Trudeau confirmed the decision on Monday.
For good measure, the minister for public safety chimed in [2], adding on Twitter, "Our decisions will
continue to be based on the best public health advice available to keep Canadians safe." Of
course, the implication is that Canada has things under control, and Canadians don't want their
utopia contaminated by a bunch of filthy, germ-laden Americans. The problem is that their version
of reality isn't true. Data from the European CDC [3] shows why.
The following chart depicts the number of new cases each day per million people in the U.S. and
Canada. While the U.S. is doing worse than Canada, the latter is still experiencing an upward
trend in cases. The border shutdown doesn't seem to be having the intended effect.

Note the anomaly in the cases reported in Canada in mid-October. On two days, zero cases were
reported; on subsequent days, roughly double the number of expected cases were reported, so
this is certainly a data reporting error. Thus, we can look at the cumulative number of new COVID
cases over the past 14 days. This helps smooth out fluctuations and errors.

Presented this way, the data are pretty clear. The U.S. is now entering a third wave, while Canada
is entering its second wave. On the final day that data are available (October 19), Canada's 14-day
cumulative was 86 per 100,000, while the U.S. had 224 per 100,000. By this measure, the U.S. is
doing about 2.5 times worse than Canada. But once again, the entire point of a border closure is to
prevent an outbreak. The intended effect isn't happening. Canadians are perfectly capable of
spreading the virus all by themselves.
The one measure by which Canada is doing substantially better than the U.S. is in the number of
COVID deaths.

So, perhaps this is what ultimately persuaded Trudeau to keep the border closed. But, it's pretty
easy to stop infected people from entering the country: Require an RT-PCR test for coronavirus,
which detects an active infection. At the border, agents can check for passports and negative RTPCR results. Simple.
However, this decision was probably more political than scientific. A whopping 90% of Canadians [4]
want the border with the U.S. closed, so Trudeau gave them what they wanted. As long as that
sentiment remains, the border is likely to remain closed, regardless of what the data say.

COPYRIGHT © 1978-2016 BY THE AMERICAN COUNCIL ON SCIENCE AND HEALTH

Source URL: https://www.acsh.org/news/2020/10/20/oh-canada-justin-trudeau-keeps-border-shut-misleadsabout-covid-data-15102
Links
[1] https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada–United_States_border#/media/File:Peace_Arch,_U.S.Canada_border.jpg
[2] https://twitter.com/BillBlair/status/1318184409137381378?s=20
[3] https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/download-todays-data-geographic-distribution-covid-19cases-worldwide

[4] https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/canada-u-s-border-closure-support-mayors-tourism-trump-1.5722974

