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Adult Immunization: The Need for Enhanced
Utilization
By ACSH Staff — November 11, 2009

Immunization against vaccine preventable diseases is one of the

[1]

most important and beneficial public health measures available. However, utilization rates among
adults remain low, well below Department of Health and Human Services target levels. Nearly
50,000 adults die each year in the U.S. from one of the 10 vaccine preventable diseases identified
by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
Each year, the direct (medical) and indirect (lost productivity) costs of influenza alone top $87
billion, while medical expenditures and productivity losses associated with hepatitis B reach $700
million. The barriers to adult immunization are high and involve a number of financial,
informational, and operational obstacles.
Vaccines are now available to prevent the most common diseases, including influenza,
pneumococcal infections, herpes zoster, human papillomavirus, hepatitis B, and tetanus,
diphtheria, and pertussis, although vaccination remains a low priority for both physicians and
patients.
To address these problems, new public-private partnerships have been formed to increase
awareness of the importance of immunization, and additional initiatives are under consideration to
reduce the financial and operational barriers to broader vaccine delivery.
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